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 and mysticism. Life and career Islam was born in Lodhran, a small village in Punjab, Pakistan. His parents had migrated to the
region from Gujarati villages in the Persian Gulf, where his father had worked as a pearl diver. . His maternal grandfather was a
poet of note. Islam's early years were spent at his parents' home where he wrote his first short stories as a child. . He is the older
brother of novelist and short story writer, Imran Masood (Masood Kaleem). Islam is the youngest of three children. His eldest
brother was a successful writer and teacher, who left the family's home at the age of 22. His middle brother was an editor, who

died of a heart attack at the age of 27. He later gained employment with the Daily Dawn, Lahore.  He is married to a school
teacher, Manzar Ul Islam and the couple have a daughter together. His short story collections include Diary of a Married

Woman (1996), Intimate Relations (1998), The Beach Beneath the Sea (1999), and Night Storm (2001). His novel, The Street
and Other Stories (2005), is set against the backdrop of a city’s traffic, crime, families, women, and the clash of traditions and
modernity. His other novels include Deraut (2000), The Grape (2002), The Underclass (2004), and The Beach Beneath the Sea
(2006). Islam's stories are often unusual in their subject matter.  Some, like "The Streets of Lahore", deal with the strangeness

of Pakistan's cities and the uncertainty of the times.  Other stories are about the contemporary issues of love and loss, of marital
instability and the struggles of aging.  Works Short Story Collections Diary of a Married Woman (1996) Intimate Relations

(1998) The Beach Beneath the Sea (1999) Night Storm (2001) Novels The Street and Other Stories (2005) Deraut (2000) The
Grape (2002) The Underclass (2004) The Beach Beneath the Sea (2006) References Category:1962 births Category:Living

people Category:People from Lodhran District Category:Pakistani writers Category:Pakistani novelists Category:Pak
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